
GAVINTON, FOGO & POLWARTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting held at Gavinton Church Hall 
on Monday, 30th January 2006, at 7pm 

Present were Mrs B Darling, Chairman, Mr I Gill, Mr A Macmillan, Mrs J O'Kane, Mr 
D Paterson, Mrs F Renton, Mrs J Seed, Mrs C Taylor, Mr B Weir, Cllr. M McCrave, 
two representatives of Lothian & Borders Police and two members of the public. 

1.	 Apologies for absence were received from Mrs C Allman and Mr N Humphry 
2.	 The police reported one case of disorderly conduct. The issue of speeding 

through the village was discussed. Mrs Darling reported that hedging had been 
planted on the Duns road at the site of the fatal crash last year, but requested 
that until it grows other safety measures be added. The police stated this was a 
matter for SBC. PC Ray confirmed that the stolen road signs, some of which 
have now been replaced, had never been reported to the police. 

3.	 Minutes of meeting held on 19th December 2005 were agreed. 
4.	 Matters arising: 

•	 Sewage overflow at The Glebe: 17 households to receive £10 compensation 
from ScottishWater 

•	 The rat problem is solved for the moment 
•	 There is a vacancy for a Gavinton member of the CC, and members had 

expressed a preference for someone with children. Mr M Rook has 
expressed interest and his nomination will go on the agenda for the next 
meeting. Mr N Whyte also expressed an interest, and his co-option 
unanimously agreed. 

•	 The Gavinton carriageway repairs have still not started. 
•	 Training evening at SBC on 22 February on legal matters and elections. Mrs 

Darling, Mrs Seed and Mrs O'Kane to attend. 
•	 There was a good attendance at the recent Planning Aid day, and Mrs 

O'Kane confirmed it had been very useful. 
•	 Mrs Seed circulated the response she has received from SBC on her query 

about staffing at Berwickshire High School. Mrs Darling suggested that this 
be brought up at the Berwickshire Area Committee (3rd Tuesday of each 
month). 

5.	 Planning applications: 
•	 Eran, Duns: for bus garaging - a submission has been made for the Right of 

Way to be accessible and waymarked. 
•	 Sisterpath: formation of access road. No plans received, but Cllr. McCrave 

brought a copy, though it was unclear from these what the access is for. 
•	 Site north of Langton Field: Mrs Darling explained that it was a roads issue 

and no building group that caused this application to be refused. 
•	 Blackhill wind farm proposal: Mrs Darling has a plan which indicates the route 
the electricity will be taken underground to connect with the grid near Berrywell. 

6.	 Scottish Executive discussion paper: Mrs Darling thanked those who had given 
her their input, which she has used for the CC response. Derek Brownlee, MSP, 
has asked for a copy of our submission. 

7.	 NHS Borders: 'Getting Fit for the Future': Mrs Darling reported on the 
presentation at Berwickshire Area Committee on 24th January. 



8.	 Website: (i) It was agreed that the ee should remind groups to pass on 
information to the webmaster. Information has been passed to the webmaster on 
the Fogo Bridge project; (ii) There will be a ee page on the SBe site. 

9.	 Treasurer's report: £1492 in ordinary account, £1701 in the other account. Mrs 
Darling requested a breakdown between the computer money and the 'dump the 
dump' money. 
A decision on 'dump the dump' money on deposit was deferred. 

10. Correspondence received: 
•	 Berwickshire Housing Association calendars, Bulletin with 2004/05 review 
•	 Southern Upland Partnership newsletter No. 20 - it was agreed to contribute 

£10 for membership 
•	 Dogs Trust poster 
•	 Scottish Health Council News Issue 1 
•	 Scottish Water's Winter Warmer campaign 
•	 Scottish Borders Woodland Strategy (New Ways) 
•	 SBRP Annual Review 
•	 Scottish Borders Transport Forum 
•	 SBC Draft Community Plan 
•	 SBC Draft Financial Plan: Mrs Darling and Mrs Taylor attended a meeting at 

Tweed Horizons when this was presented 
•	 SBC Social Work consultation on the Private Sector Strategy discussion 

paper
 
ACCB
 
•	 Mrs Seed reported that Mr F Seed was requesting CC assistance towards the 

cost of professional advice sought about the recent Polwarth planning 
application. A decision was deferred until the next meeting. 

•	 Mrs Renton said she has had a letter of apology from NHS 24 about the 
complaint she had discussed with the ee 

•	 Congratulations were given to Kirsten Walker for her success in the Scottish 
Junior Swimming Championship 

•	 Mr and Mrs F Seed are celebrating their golden wedding anniversary soon, 
and it was agreed to send them a card from the CC 

•	 There had been an electricity cut the previous Monday, when an overhead 
line failed and affected 137 homes locally. 

12. Dates of future meetings:
 
Monday 13th March 2006, 7pm
 
Monday 24th April 2006, 7pm
 
AGM to be arranged
 

Bridget Darling 
Chairman 


