
GAVINTON, FOGO & POLWARTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting held at Gavinton Church Hall 
on Monday 28 August 2006 at 7pm 

Present: : Mrs C Allman, Mrs M Bishop, Mrs B Darling (Chair), Mr P Gibbens, Mr I Gill, Mrs J 
O'Kane (minutes secretary), Mr D Paterson, Mrs F Renton, Mr M Rooke, Mrs J Seed, Mr N 
Whyte and Cllr Mrs M McCrave. Also in attendance was one member of the public and PC Allan 
of Lothian & Borders Police (for Item 3 only). 

1.	 Apologies for absence were received from Mrs C Taylor and Mr Weir 
2.	 Appointment to fill a vacancy for Gavinton: Nomination of Mr Niall J[f Whyte was carried; 

he is now a full voting member. y,J 

3.	 Police input: PC Allan reported no major concerns, except for a 'boy racer' incident in the 
area. There was discussion about hedgecutting around Sisterpath, which CC members 
believe has now become a safety issue. Mrs Darling has written to the farmer, and will do 
so again. 

4.	 Minutes of meeting held on Monday 17 July 2006 were agreed and signed 
5.	 Matters arising: 

•	 Hedge cutting: see Item 3 
•	 Fogo churchyard gravestone: this has now been done 
•	 SBC Community Council Special Project Fund: £500 has been allocated for Gavinton 

Village Hall 
•	 Gavinton road markings: SBC deem the road not wide enough for centre sign 
•	 Fogo road patching/repairs: this has been done a temporary measure until it can be 

done properly 
•	 Floral Gateway results: to be announced on 29 August 
•	 Fogo speed limit: Cllr. McCrave has been fighting the decision and it has now been 

agreed that this will be reviewed 
6.	 Planning applications: 

•	 Land at st~yard west of Hardens Farm Cottages: erection of 4 dwellinghouses and 
formation of new access road (outline): no objections raised 

Mrs Seed declared an interest in all three of the following planning applications. Mrs 
Darling expressed concern that SBC had not issued the business plan that accompanied 
the applications, as it answered several of the queries that arose about them. Mr Whyte 
expressed the need for consistency in the CC's response to planning applications. It was 
agreed that as well as taking into account planning policies, CC members should also 
listen to the concerns of community members. 
•	 Land NW of farm steading, Woodend Farm: erection of farmhouse, cottage, 

bunkhouse and farm building (full): no objections 
•	 Steading building SW of farmhouse, Woodend Farm: change of use to form 7 

dwellinghouses (full): no objections, but the wish for affordable housing to be included 
was expressed 

•	 Land west of steading building, Woodend Farm: erection of 4 dwellinghouses 
(outline): no objections, but comments were made about the pressure being put on 
local amenities 

7.	 Treasurer's report: current account stands at £896 plus the £60 hanging basket payment 
which should be on its way; computer fund stands at £416.62. Mrs Darling said that the 
CC's subscription to the ASCC has been unpaid for 2 years, so that will cost £30. 

8.	 A framed photograph was given to Mr Ronald Markby on behalf of the CC in appreciation 
of his input to Gavinton over many years 

9.	 Correspondence received: 
•	 Berwickshire Housing Association bulletin, Summer 2006 
•	 Your Fire Service, Volume 1, Issue 1 



•	 Polwarth Church: letter from the Scottish Redundant Churches Trust confirming its 
significance (see AOCB) 

•	 SNP election booklet 
•	 SBC: proposal for Berwickshire Citizen of the Year award. This was unanimously 

deemed unnecessary 
•	 World's Biggest Coffee Morning: fundraiser for Macmillan Cancer Relief on 29 

September 
•	 SB Local: still seeking work. Mrs Renton suggested they be asked if they would 

regravel the path to the footbridge at Fogo
 
10.AOCB
 

•	 Polwarth Kirk has been purchased by a local person who is keen to keep it in the 
public domain 

•	 Gavinton.net website: Mr Roberts wishes to hand on to a new webmaster. Mrs 
Darling thinks she knows someone who is interested in doing U"lis. Mrs O'Kane 
volunteered to do any copywriting needed 

•	 Mr Gill mentioned a meeting of the Duns Paths Group on 12 September; he will report 
back at the next meeting 

•	 Mr Rooke raised the subject of individual members' comments about planning 
applications. Mrs Darling confirmed that there will be Planning Aid training next March 
which she recommended everyone attend. 

11 .Dates of future meetings:
 
Monday 9 October, Fogo Old School
 
Monday 27 November, Gavinton Church Hall
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