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In January 2022, SBC commissioned a comprehensive feasibility study of a 
proposal to connect communities in the Eastern Borders with an active travel 
multi-use path. Existing cycling and walking routes from Galashiels join the route 
at Tweedbank. The route then goes onto Melrose and Earlston where it starts to 
follow the path of the former Berwickshire railway line through Gordon, 
Greenlaw, Duns and Chirnside to Reston.  There are planned onward links to 
Eyemouth and Coldingham. With the recent opening of Reston station it provides 
an exciting traffic-free active travel connection between the two Borders train 
stations.  
 
Initial feedback suggests that the feasibility study is very positive about the 
benefits this would bring to the region. It would allow people to safely walk, 
cycle, wheel and horse-ride between these communities with benefits for health, 
the environment, tourism and the economy. Green economic benefits are likely 
to be particularly strong with businesses supporting walking and cycling 
(hospitality, repair, shops) being used by a more active local population and the 
sustainable tourism sector. 
 
SBC have recently applied for funding for active travel from the UK Levelling Up 
Fund.  
 
Whilst this has been happening, a Community Collaboration Group (CCG), 
supported by a small Steering Group, has been formed representing community 
groups along the route. The CCG supported the feasibility study and at the same 
time has been identifying existing walking and cycling routes which could 
connect communities in the next year or two whilst the multi-use route is 
developed over several years. The council has agreed to work with the CCG to 
develop and promote these existing routes. 
 
The CCG is looking to widen representation from all communities along the route 
and would like to ask all 15 Community Councils benefitting from the route 
(see map on next page) to endorse the project and contribute to it. This will 
involve sharing information about both the multi-use path proposal and the 
development of short-term existing walking and cycling routes, and supporting 
the Steering Group. Local community organisations and active travel groups 
such as Walk It and cycling groups are also welcome to join the CCG. The CCG 
meets virtually as required and provides an opportunity for groups to connect 
and share ideas.  
 
For further information about the CCG, please contact 
greenermelrose@live.co.uk  
 
Further information about the proposed routes can be found here 
https://www.gavinton.net/tweedbank-to-eyemouth-multi-use-path-project/  
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The pink line represents the route of the former Berwickshire railway line from Earlston to Reston.  The brown dotted 
line is the existing walking route between Tweedbank in the west and Eyemouth and Coldingham in the east. 


