UPDATE on Eastern Borders Green Routes (EBGR)

Active Travel Route between Tweedbank and Reston Stations (multi-use path;
approximately 32 miles)

August 2022

1 Progress between 2019 and July 2022:

o Scottish Borders Council (SBC) and South of Scotland Enterprise (SOSE) both
support this EBGR active travel proposal

o Greener Melrose has been recognised as the lead community organisation
along the route by SBC and SOSE

o Greener Melrose submitted a draft Action Plan to SBC in July 2021

o Greener Melrose established an EBGR Community Collaboration Group
(CCG) in October 2021; members to date include representatives from:

= Greener Melrose Cycleways Group, Greener Duns, Chirnside Common
Good, three Community Councils, Sea the Change (Eyemouth), Gordon
Community Woodland, Paths for All Walk It, Berwickshire Association
for Voluntary Service (BAVS), Puffin Cycling Club
CCG will increase as more communities and groups become involved

o a comprehensive Feasibility Study has been carried out by Atkins
consultants. The study:

= was commissioned by SBC in January 2022 and was due to report in
July 2022; it is funded by SOSE

»= examined route options between Tweedbank and
Eyemouth/Coldingham, with a focus on the section between Earlston
and Reston, where the route will use the disused Berwickshire railway
track where possible

= explored funding sources to implement the proposals

SBC has indicated their preference for a high specification path to allow
wheelchair access and minimise maintenance (paved running surface)



https://www.gavinton.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/DRAFT-Action-Plan-EBGR-July-2021.pdf
https://www.atkinsglobal.com/homepage
https://www.atkinsglobal.com/homepage
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e the Blackhill Windfarm Community Fund awarded a £700 grant to Greener
Melrose in November 2021 to fund CCG activities (venue hire, maps, etc)

2 Progress since January 2022:

e Mutli-use path feasibility study:

o the CCG collaborated with Atkins to contribute local knowledge to
inform their study, especially on community engagement and
landowners

o Atkins consultants attended some CCG meetings with community
representatives to discuss existing walking and cycling routes

o SBC notified the public about this EBGR active travel proposal on their
website on 9 March 2022, including an online survey for public
feedback. Greener Melrose issued a press release on 14 March 2022
to promote the online survey, and members of the CCG promoted the
survey widely through social media channels. As a result over 1300
people completed the survey with a very positive overall response.

e Due to the likely long term time-frame of implementing the multi-use path, it
was decided to explore existing routes as a short term solution to connecting
communities using active travel. The CCG has held community engagement
meetings with community representatives to agree existing walking and
cycling routes between the two stations, and links to Eyemouth and

Coldingham

o this engagement comprises table-top discussion followed by on-site
route inspection where needed
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https://www.scotborders.gov.uk/news/article/4246/consultation_seeking_feedback_on_plans_for_tweedbank_to_eyemouth_active_travel_route?fbclid=IwAR1v2UsuV7cZfSuSmQSnxyKiy5tcWwOxpzIMEEgqB9zoDG9jYL3wj-ZENZs
https://scotborders.citizenspace.com/economic-development-emergency-planning-and-communications/tweedbank-to-eyemouth-active-travel-route/
https://www.gavinton.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/GM-press-release-EBGR-Public-Survey-v2.pdf

o adraft map of each section of the route is shared with community
representatives to finalise agreed existing walking and cycling routes

o draft maps for all sections between Eyemouth and Earlston have been
prepared and shared

o alink to interactive maps of the existing routes was included in the
feasibility report. The maps include pop-ups with information on places
where caution or negotiation is requited and where obstacles need to
be resolved

o all sections of the routes will be walked and cycled by members of the
CCG for a final check. There are plans to cycle the route from Reston
to Tweedbank and back over the weekend of 10/11 September 2022
(organised by Puffin Cycling).

3 Current actions:

e Following a meeting between SBC and members of the CCG in June 2022, it
was agreed to form a Steering Group for the project which would represent
the communities along the route. The first meeting of this Steering Group was
held on 2 August 2022. It was also agreed that SBC would work with the CCG
and Steering Group to develop existing walking and cycling routes connecting
Eyemouth/Coldingham and Tweedbank. SBC are applying for funding to
implement the multi-use path.

e The Steering Group will continue to promote the EBGR proposal through local
and social media channels, further meetings and community engagement
activities

e The Steering Group will continue to coordinate community engagement
activities in the long term, until the programme is complete

4 Other ongoing active travel projects (with potential links to EBGR):

e SBC and South East Scotland Transport Partnership (SEStran) have
commissioned Arup consultants to study the Drygrange to Leaderfoot active
travel route, which overlaps part of the EBGR proposal

o Atkins is liaising with Arup on their respective studies

e Atkins is also conducting a feasibility study for a Coast to Coast cycle route
from Port Patrick to Eyemouth, also funded by SOSE

e the Tweed Forum is developing a ‘Destination Tweed’ project, which includes
long distance walking and cycling trails between Moffat and
Berwick-on-Tweed

SOSE and SBC are actively engaged in exploring long distance active travel
options across southern Scotland, including EBGR

Update prepared on behalf of the EBGR Community Collaboration Group
For further information, please contact greenermelrose@live.co.uk
3 August 2022



https://www.sestran.gov.uk/
https://www.arup.com/
https://www.gavinton.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/leaderfoot.jpg
https://www.ssdalliance.com/coast-to-coast-cycle-route-development-project/
https://tweedforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Destination-Tweed-Vision-Statement-May-2021.pdf
mailto:greenermelrose@live.co.uk

