
 

 
GAVINTON, FOGO & POLWARTH 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 Minutes of the meeting 

Held at Gavinton Village Hall 
  Monday the 18th of August 2025 at 7pm   

 
Item Comment  Action 

1 Welcome and Introductions:  
• Chairperson Amanda Stewart welcomed Cllr John Greenwell, 

Carole Wright, Neil Gilmour, John Hughes, Julie Preston, Katie 
Massey, PC Kris McLeod & PC Suzie Jacobs.  

 

2 Apologies:  
 Cllr Moffat, Bryce Weir, Yvonne Huggins-Haig, Tony Huggins Haig.  

 

3 Declarations of interest:  None raised  
 

4 Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd June 2025 
Minutes were approved with no amendments 

AS 

5 Matters arising from the minutes and not covered elsewhere in the 
agenda 
CC members voted unanimously to make YHH a full member of the 
community council in order that she may take up the post of vice- 
chairperson. 

All 

6 Treasurers Report 
 
Transactions on the bank account since the last meeting 2nd June 2025 
 

• Cheque for £86.99 to AS to cover £30 gift to MN & £56.99 paint 
for Polwarth telephone box. 

• Cheque for £20 to Liz Brown to reimburse cost of plants for 
planters at the Glebe, Gavinton. The CC wish to thank Liz for 
paying for repairs to the planters and contributing towards the 
costs of plants. 

• Cheque for £108.76 to AS to cover £70.56 for dog waste bags & 
£38.20 for defibrillator pads. 

• Cheque for £30 to CW for gift for auditor. 
 
 

Credits to the bank account 
• £170.43 from Gavinton village hall towards website costs. The 

CC wish to thank GVH for this generous contribution. 
• £693.00 SBC-Annual support grant 
• £72.00 SBC – reimbursement of hall hire 

 
 
 
Current balance of the account £821.28 

    

CW 

 
7 
 

 
Community Improvements and Maintenance – Current 

• Vehicle speed Main Street, Gavinton & Hardens Road 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

  

NG met with John Lamont at his recent surgery with a query 
over the method by which SBC record vehicle speed data in 
Gavinton. Through JL and Phillipa Gilhouly (SBC) it was 
determined that average speed data includes those vehicles 
turning into properties to park and therefore is not an accurate 
reflection of the speed of vehicles passing through Main St. SBC 
do not have the resources to use the speed tubes across the 
road that would give more detailed information. PC Kris McLeod 
& PC Suzie Jacobs commented that they were keen to get out 
with the speed gun when time allowed. It was suggested that an 
image of police officers deploying the speed gun in Gavinton 
could be given to the CC to share on the newsletter, webpage 
and social media. They could also deploy the pop-up police 
officer and request other police units to include Gavinton in their 
rounds. PC KM confirmed that they have in the past spoken 
directly to companies in the Duns industrial estate including 
Farne Salmon to encourage workers to drive responsibly through 
local villages.  
Katie Massie confirmed that additional road signage and road 
markings promised for the Hardens Road had not yet been 
added although this work is scheduled for the current financial 
year. KM offered to update the CC if this work is completed. 

 
• Vandalism in Gavinton 

The Gavinton signs at the East & West of the village have both been 
vandalised with the word Gavinton painted over and replaced with an 
obscenity. The sign at the East end of Gavinton was kindly removed by 
NG and reported to JG who arranged for collection by SBC. The sign at 
the West end of the village was removed by JH and Tom Stewart and 
has now also been taken away by SBC. The CC would like to thank JG 
and Natasha Stockman (SBC) for arranging for quick uplift of the signs. 
NG reported that the resilient community supplies box had also been 
vandalised but that he had been able to repair this. All incidents of 
vandalism have been reported to Police Scotland. 
 
 
  

NG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KM/SJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KM 
 
 
 
 
NG 
 
 
  

8 Community Improvements & Maintenance – issues to be kept 
under review and discussed only when appropriate updates are 
available. 

a. Deterioration of road surface- Main Street, Gavinton. 
NG reported that there had been a near accident when a van hit 
a dip in the road surface. Cllr Greenwell to follow this up. 
 

b. Parking at the Gavinton football pitches. As Monday night 
training returns to Gavinton -AS to contact Alison Payne to 
request that parents park responsibly 
 

c. Resilient Communities – additional/replacement salt bins 
NG said SBC had told him there would be a review of salt bins in 
August. NG to apply again then. 
 

d. Potholes on Hardens Road 

 
 
 
JG 
 
 
AS 
 
 

 
NG 

 

YHH 



YHH to send details of correspondence to Cllr Greenwell. Y H-H 
was absent from the meeting and so no update was available. 

 
e.  Placement of dedicated benches on the Village Green and 

elsewhere. 
f. Walking route Gavinton to Duns. 

 
 
  

YHH 

9 Update on BT phone boxes - Gavinton, Fogo and Polwarth 
The CC wished to record their thanks to Neil Bennet for re-painting the 
red phone box in Polwarth. This item may now be removed from the 
agenda. 

All 

10 Ban on members of the public making audio/visual recordings of 
CC meetings without permission from CC members 
CC voted unanimously to ban any such recordings without the express 
permission from all community councillors present. 

NG 

11 GFPCC collaboration with Gavinton Village Hall – preplanning 
consultation for solar and battery technology 
The CC congratulated JH on becoming the chair of Gavinton Village 
Hall Committee. JH informed the meeting that the village hall had 
received funding from Borders Community Action for heaters and 
automatic lighting to make the village hall more energy efficient. The 
next phase of improvements involves applying for funding for solar 
panels with battery system. JH to work with Y H-H on a pre-planning 
consultation which can be submitted by the CC to SBC without cost to 
determine the feasibility of this project. 

JH  
Y H-H 

12 SBC/CC Insurance – protection against legal action brought 
against GFPCC 
NG, CW, JH & AS to attend a meeting with Susan Handyside (SBC) on 
10th September to discuss protections available for CC.  

AS, 
CW, JH, 
NG 

13 Gavinton.net website administrator 
Tim Jackson who has been the website administrator for Gavinton.net 
for the last 8/9 years has decided to step down from this post and has 
given the CC until the end of the year to find a replacement. Nikki Dunn 
has volunteered to update the live calendar for the village hall and AS 
will upload CC documents onto the webpage in preparation for CC 
meetings. Tim has kindly offered training which is much appreciated. It 
would be useful to have either a volunteer or paid professional to have 
oversight of the webpage- AS to contact Borders Web design to see if 
they may help with this. The CC wish to record their thanks to Tim for all 
his work with the webpage which has become an indispensable 
resource for the community. 

AS 

14 Invitation by Scottish Government Planning and Environmental 
Appeals Division to take park in public enquiry – Lees Hill 
Renewable Energy Park 
GFPCC were invited to participate in the inquiry WIN-140-10, Lees Hill 
Renewable Energy Park as we had previously commented on the 
proposal. AS confirmed that the CC wished to be included in the 
process – this response was acknowledged on 23rd July 2025. 

 

15 Correspondence forwarded to CC prior to the meeting 
• Dunside Wind Farm Update- 6th June 2025- SBC planning and 

building standards committee have raised no objection – 

 



application will now be considered by Scottish Government 
Energy Consent Unit. 

• Draft Local Place Plan – Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyl & Preston 
• Draft active travel Survey – open until 31st August 2025 
• SBC Local development plan scheme (plan plan) 
• Local community paths maintenance grant 2025-26 
• Shielburn BESS – Correspondence from local CC regarding fire 

safety 
16 Councillor Update 

Cllr Greenwell updated the CC on the ongoing review into Live Borders 
with online consultations due to finish this week. SBC councillors are 
focused on preventing any community resources from closing their 
doors, examples were given of Coldstream Museum and Coldstream 
Town Hall. 
JG noted that headteacher interviews for Berwickshire High School 
were taking place this week although he was not directly involved in the 
process. 

 

17 Planning 
Information on a new planning application – Erection of a dwellinghouse 
on Paddock West of Hardens Hall 25/00900/PPP was circulated prior to 
the meeting with a deadline for comments by 7th August 2025. No 
comments or objections were received. 
2 applications were decided 

• 24/01011/AMC erection of dwellinghouse plot 2 East of Kirkburn 
House, Cothill – approved 

• 25/00708/CLPU siting of lodge for ancillary accommodation, 
Hardens View – approved. 

Lees Hill related applications 
• 22/01182/SCO – screening/scoping opinion completed & 

published 
• 24/00466/S36- renewable energy park, land south of black hill 

wind farm – decided – SBC Objection. 

 

18 Any other business 
• AS was asked by elders from Polwarth Kirk to investigate why 

the grass in the graveyard at the back of the church was not 
being cut by SBC as it had been previously. Natasha Stockman 
(SBC) confirmed that they had trialled reducing the number of 
cuts in the rear graveyard to once per year but this had not been 
discussed with the CC or members of the church. At our request 
the grass at the rear of the church has now been cut and the 
whole site has been returned to a 20-day cutting cycle. 

• AS requested any items from CC that may be included in the 
Autumn village hall newsletter. 

• NG noted that one of the ancient Polwarth Thorne trees had died 
and the other was not doing well. 

• NG reported that the footbridge at the ford was in need of repair, 
2 wooden planks were broken and not non-slip chicken wire was 
missing. This was reported to SBC online a month ago but so far 
no response. JG kindly offered to look into this issue. 

• NG had a request from residents that the area around the bus 
shelter on the Duns Rd be strimmed as it is overgrown and 
difficult to access. JG to investigate. 

 
AS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS 
 
NG 
 
NG 
 
 
 
NG/JG 
 
 
NG 



• NG noted that the defibrillator had been used by the Scottish 
ambulance service and that the pads had now been replaced 
and the system is available for use. 

• JH brought forward to the meeting some issues that BW had 
passed on from local residents. Residents had reported being 
unhappy about abandoned/scrap cars in Gavinton. Information 
on these vehicles was passed to PC McLeod & PC Jacobs. 

• BW had also wished to inform the meeting on an incident that 
took place on the single-track road Gavinton-Duns where a car 
swerved at speed around walkers on either side of the road and 
proceeded to give verbal abuse to the pedestrians. Details of the 
vehicle were passed to PC McLeod & PC Jacobs. 

 
 
JH/KM 
 
 
 
 
JH/KM 

19 Dates of meetings 
• Date of next meeting, Monday 29th September – 7pm Gavinton 

Village Hall 
• Future meetings will be held at 7pm on 17th November 2025, 12th 

January, 9th March, 20th April, 1st June (AGM) 17th August, 28th 
September, 16th November (2026) and 11th January (2027). 

 

20 The meeting closed at 8.25pm  
 


