
 

 
GAVINTON, FOGO & POLWARTH 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 Minutes of the meeting 

Held at Gavinton Village Hall 
  Monday the 29th of September 2025 at 7pm   

 
Item Comment  Action 

1 Welcome and Introductions:  
• Chairperson Amanda Stewart welcomed Cllr John 

Greenwell, Carole Wright, Neil Gilmour, John Hughes, Bryce 
Weir, Yvonne Huggins-Haig  

 

2 Apologies:  
 Cllr Moffat, Tony Huggins-Haig, Katie Massie.  

 

3 Declarations of interest:  None raised  
 

4 Minutes of the meeting held on 18th August 2025 
Minutes were approved with no amendments 

AS 

5 Matters arising from the minutes and not covered elsewhere in 
the agenda- CC recruitment & register of current members was 
discussed. 

 

6 Treasurers Report 
 
Transactions on the bank account since the last meeting 18th August 
2025 
 

• Cheque for £20.53 to AS to cover annual renewal of 
Gavinton.net domain name. 

 
 
Current balance of the account £800.75 

    

CW 

 
7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Community Improvements and Maintenance – Current 

• Vehicle speed Main Street, Gavinton & Hardens Road 
Katie Massie confirmed that an additional road sign for the 
Hardens Road had now been put up, but road markings had 
not yet been added. AS to follow up. 

 
• Vandalism in Gavinton 

The Gavinton sign at the East of the village has now been replaced 
by SBC but the sign for the West end is still away for repair. The 
option of using CCTV cameras to deter vandalism was discussed. It 
was noted in discussion that SBC are deploying a new public space 
CCTV system in seven towns across the Borders including Duns. 
 

• Repair to Footbridge at the Ford – Gavinton 
NG had notified SBC that the footbridge at the Ford was 
damaged and in need of urgent repair but with no response. 
JG to pursue this issue on behalf of the CC. 
 

• Bus Shelter – Duns Rd, Gavinton 

 
 
KM/AS 
 
 
 
 
 
AS/JG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NG/JG 



Request from residents that the undergrowth in the area 
around the bus shelter on the Duns Rd be strimmed to allow 
easier access. JG to follow up. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
JG 
  

8 Community Improvements & Maintenance – issues to be kept 
under review and discussed only when appropriate updates are 
available. 

a. Deterioration of road surface- Main Street, Gavinton. 
JG to arrange on site meeting with SBC roads officer to 
inspect the site. 
 

b. Parking at the Gavinton football pitches.  
AS has been in contact with Alison Payne who has been very 
helpful in encouraging coaches to use the cones to control 
parking and encouraging parents to park responsibly. CC to 
continue to monitor. 
 

c. Resilient Communities – additional/replacement salt bins. 
NG reported that SBC have refused the additional salt bin for 
Gavinton on the basis that the location suggested is 
inappropriate. YHH kindly offered an unused salt bin from 
another site to the CC – NG to contact SBC to suggest an 
appropriate site for this and whether they would be willing to 
supply the salt. 
 

d. Potholes on Hardens Road 
YHH confirmed that SBC are to review the road condition 
next year and that she is in communication with Phillipa 
Gilhooly on this issue. 

 
e.  Placement of dedicated benches on the Village Green and 

elsewhere. This item can now be removed from the agenda. 
YHH confirmed that permission had been given for the bench 
at Langton Church to be moved. 

f. Walking route Gavinton to Duns. 
 
 
  

 
 
 
JG/BW 
 
 
 
AS 
 
 

 

 
NG 

 

 

 

YHH 

 

 

YHH 

9 GFPCC collaboration with Gavinton Village Hall – preplanning 
consultation for solar and battery technology 
YHH has completed a pre-planning application for solar and battery 
technology for Gavinton village hall. This will be submitted to SBC 
planners. CC thanked YHH for her work on this application. 

JH/ 
Y H-H 

10 SBC/CC Insurance – protection against legal action brought 
against GFPCC 
NG, CW, JH & AS attended a virtual meeting with Nuala McKinlay, 
Susan Handyside  & William Mohiedeen (SBC) on September 10th. 
NM to investigate the levels of legal protection available to CC and 
report back.  

AS/CW/JH/ 
NG 

11 Gavinton.net website administrator AS/TJ 



Tim Jackson is retiring as website administrator for Gavinton.net. He 
kindly provided a lesson to AS on uploading documents for the CC 
to the webpage and hopes to provide a similar lesson to Nikki from 
the village hall committee on maintaining the live events calendar. 
To simplify the task of administering the webpage the CC 
determined that the planning map and CC meeting documents were 
no longer required but that the minutes, agenda and planning table 
would be maintained on the website. 

12 Invitation by Scottish Government Planning and Environmental 
Appeals Division to take park in public enquiry – Lees Hill 
Renewable Energy Park 
NG attended the pre-examination meeting, Thursday 25th 
September, on behalf of the GFPCC. The meeting determined the 
topics which required a further hearing, further written submissions 
or no further procedure. Further written submission are required for 
ornithology, noise and population and human health (incl. safety). 
Hearings are to be held from 12th-16th January 2026 on the topics; 
cultural heritage, landscape and visual, policy & conditions. The CC 
would require to opt-in to attend these hearings. It was felt that as 
the CC has no specialist or legal knowledge on the topics under 
discussion we would not attend these hearings.NG confirmed with 
the reporter that he had the information on the GFPCC poll of 
residents on the proposed development and a copy of the letter 
submitted by AS to the Scottish energy consents unit and that this 
information would be considered as part of the enquiry. New 
visualisations of the development are now available and NG will 
send address details so that copies of this can be sent to the CC. 
John Campbell KC wrote to AS on behalf of the Duns Lees Hill SOS 
group asking that the CC join their group in opposing the 
development. The CC felt that whilst we support SBC in their 
objection to this development and wish our community poll to be 
taken into consideration it would be a step too far to join the Duns 
Lees Hill SOS group. 

NG/AS 

13 Resilient Community Response to Scottish Water Unplanned 
Loss of Supply 
Water supplies were lost to some 600+ homes from 26th August- 
Sunday 31st August including homes and businesses in the GFPCC 
area. This was due to emergency works at the Rawburn Treatment 
Works. Initially a water supply station was established in Duns and 
Gavinton residents kindly volunteered their time to collect bottles of 
water from this site to set up a water collection point at Gavinton 
Village Hall. NG as head of the CC resilient communities project 
oversaw the establishment of our bottled water store at the village 
hall and requested Scottish water to deliver further supplies and 
publicise the site. NG also activated the resilient community road 
warden system to ensure that vulnerable residents had access to 
bottled water. The CC would like to thank NG and all volunteers for 
supporting our community. 
NG reported that he had received a letter of apology from the 
Scottish Water (SW) area manager for the lack of communication 
during the recent water outage. NG has prepared a full report on SW 
response to be submitted via John Lamonts office. 
Whilst the resilient community and volunteer response was 
exceptional it was clear that SW failed to appropriately communicate 

NG 



with residents on the severity and likely duration of the outage and 
that lessons must be learned from this event.  
BW noted that farmers with livestock struggled during the warm 
weather to get sufficient water supplies from SW. 

14 Correspondence forwarded to CC prior to the meeting 
• Request from Tim Jackson to complete SBC active travel 

consultation before closing date 31/08 circulated to all CC. 
• WIN-140-10 Planning and environmental appeals division- 

Lees Hill Renewable Energy Park- invitation to pre-
examination meeting 25th September circulated to CC. NG 
volunteered to attend on behalf of GFPCC. 

• Police Report- Mid Berwickshire- July 2025. 
• Request from Borders Community Action for volunteers from 

Berwickshire to help assess applications to neighbourhood 
support fund. 

• Information on support services for hearing loss publicised 
on our community Facebook page. 

AS 

15 Councillor Update 
• Cllr Greenwell updated the CC on the community 

conversations event at Berwickshire High School that he had 
attended prior to the CC meeting. This event is attended by 
senior SBC officers and is intended to gather information on 
the priorities of the community to help inform decisions for 
the upcoming SBC budget. Topics raised included closure of 
libraries, the condition of the road to Abbey St. Bathans, lack 
of public transport & childcare. 

• Cllr Greenwell in formed the meeting that during the water 
outage in August that SW had taken more than 24hrs to 
inform SBC of the issues. SBC had contacted the resilient 
community groups – JG noted that the only group to respond 
was Gavinton, Fogo & Polwarth. SBC planning team is now 
in talks with SW to improve communication, resilience and 
prevent future water supply issues. Claims for compensation 
have been low with some 17% of the 1100 customers 
affected making a claim. JG encouraged all those affected to 
claim the compensation due. 

 

 

16 Planning 
Information on a new planning application – alterations and 
extension to dwellinghouse, Greenrig, The Green, Gavinton, 
21/08/2025 was circulated prior to the meeting- No comments or 
objections were received. 
2 new applications: 

• 25/01231/FUL Alterations to derelict cottage to form 
additional accommodation, Scotston, Duns. 

• 25/01199/AGN Erection of agricultural building, Land at 
south of Langton Mains, Gavinton. 

 

YHH/AS 

17 Any other business 
• AS was asked by elders from Polwarth Kirk to determine 

whether SBC is responsible for maintenance of the stone 
wall and Lych gate at the graveyard. The Lych gate is 
shedding tiles from the roof and the timbers are suffering 

 
AS 
 
 
 



from woodworm, without repair this structure might collapse. 
AS to send information and photos from the site to JG. 

• BW noted that the abandoned Range Rover at the Glebe had 
not been removed – BW to forward details to JG to follow up. 

• BW noted that the dog bags in the community dispenser 
were very thick and wondered if cheaper bags could be 
sourced. 

• BW noted that a resident at Clockmill had been woken at 
2am by a man looking for police help. The resident has had 
no further feedback from Police Scotland on this incident. AS 
to forward community police contact details to BW to provide 
to resident concerned. 

• YHH asked JG why SBC were not carrying out any bulk 
refuse collections until next year. JG provided YHH with 
contact details for Ross Sharp at SBC who deals with this. 
YHH to report back to CC on this issue. 

 
 
BW/JG 
BW 
 
 
BW/AS 
 
 
 
 
YHH/JG 

18 Dates of meetings 
• Date of next meeting, Monday 17th November – 7pm 

Gavinton Village Hall 
• Future meetings will be held at 7pm on 12th January, 9th 

March, 20th April, 8th June (AGM) 17th August, 28th 
September, 16th November (2026) and 11th January (2027). 

 

19 The meeting closed at 8.40pm  
 


