
 

 
GAVINTON, FOGO & POLWARTH 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 Minutes of the meeting 

Held at Gavinton Village Hall 
  Monday the 12th of January 2026 at 7pm   

 
Item Comment  Action 

1 Welcome and Introductions:  
• Chairperson Amanda Stewart welcomed Cllr John Greenwell, 

Carole Wright, Neil Gilmour, Bryce Weir, John Hughes, Tony 
Huggins-Haig, Yvonne Huggins-Haig, Julie Preston, Paul 
Whitfield, Bethan Williams & Katie Massie  

 

2 Apologies:  
 Cllr Donald Moffat  

 

3 Declarations of interest:  None raised  
 

4 Minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2025 
Minutes were approved with no amendments 

AS 

5 Matters arising from the minutes and not covered elsewhere in 
the agenda- none raised 

 

6 Treasurers Report 
 
Transactions on the bank account since the last meeting 17th 
November 2025 
 

• Cheque for £138.09 to NG for battery & charger for generator 
• Cheque for £70.56 to AS for dog waste bags 

 
 
Current balance of the account £393.10 
 

CW 

 
7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Community Improvements and Maintenance – Current 
 
 

• Repair to stone wall and Lych gate- Fogo Kirk. 
Update from John Douglas & Johnathan Jones, SBC. 
Meetings have been held with the heritage officer along with 
contractors to try and agree a way forward. Listed building 
consent is required, JJ to pass this to architects to follow up. 
The costs of this project are likely to be significant and JJ is 
waiting to hear from Ray Cherry in relation to possible funding 
options. It is hoped that SBC will be in a position to carry out 
some works in the spring. AS to follow up. 
 

• Bus Shelter – Duns Rd, Gavinton- removal of 
undergrowth to allow access. 
NG confirmed that this work has now been carried out. Item 
can be removed from the agenda. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
AS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NG 
 
 
 
 
 



• SBC bulk refuse collections 
YHH noted that residents from Turnbull Court in Duns were 
being told that there would be no bulk collections before 
March 2026. YHH to forward information to JG to follow up. 

 
  

YHH/JG 
  

8 Community Improvements & Maintenance – issues to be kept 
under review and discussed only when appropriate updates are 
available. 

a. Deterioration of road surface- Main Street, Gavinton. 
NG confirmed that one potholed area of Main Street, Gavinton 
had now been repaired twice by SBC but that the tar had 
once again come away – JG offered to investigate using the 
jet patcher/pothole pro to provide a more lasting solution. JG 
to follow up on the plan to repair the sections of Main St and 
Maitland Road identified during the site visit between BW and 
SBC roads officer.  
 

b. Parking at the Gavinton football pitches.  
CC to continue to monitor. 
 

c. Resilient Communities – additional/replacement salt bins. 
The original salt bin offered by YHH was found to be 
damaged however an alternative may be available. YHH to 
send details to NG so that transport can be arranged. 
A replacement battery and charger was purchased for the 
generator. NG & JH identified the battery fault during their 
monthly check. The generator is now fully functional and 
ready if needed. 
NG has been offered a salt spreader by SBC resilient 
communities’ team and was informed that they are reviewing 
funding to see if it may be possible to replace the resilient 
community store. 
 

d. Potholes on Hardens Road 
KM confirmed that signing and lining for the Hardens Farm 
corner on the Hardens Rd was now complete. It is hoped that 
this will improve road safety at this site. AS sent thanks to 
Philippa Gilhouly.  
THH conformed that SBC had spent 4 days laying hardcore at 
the road edge of a 100m stretch of the Hardens Rd – it is 
hoped that this may support the road edges and prevent 
further breakage. It was noted that as there is no tar on the 
hardcore – this may wash away over time. CC to monitor. 
 

 
e. Walking route Gavinton to Duns. 
f. Vandalism in Gavinton 

Natasha Stockman confirmed that the Gavinton sign at the 
West end of the village could not be cleaned and must be 
replaced. The new sign has been ordered and will be 
replaced as soon as possible. 

  

 
 
 
 
JG/BW/NG 
 
 
 

 

 

 

YHH/NG 

 

NG/BW/JH 

 

NG 

 

 

KM/AS 

 

THH 

 

 

 

AS 



9 GFPCC collaboration with Gavinton Village Hall – preplanning 
consultation for solar and battery technology 
YHH has submitted the pre-planning application but no feedback on 
any response to this application as yet. JH to follow up with Cameron 
Kirk as the deadline for funding the next stage of the decarbonisation 
grant for solar and Battery technology is end of February 26. 
 

JH/ 
Y H-H 

10 SBC/CC Insurance – protection against legal action brought 
against GFPCC 
AS continuing to follow up with NM on the levels of legal protection 
available to the CC from SBC.  

AS/JG 

11 WIN-140-10 Planning and Environmental Appeals– Lees Hill 
Renewable Energy Park 
Paul Whitfield kindly updated the meeting on the status of the appeal 
hearing. The hearing began on Monday 12th Jan with experts from 
SBC & Fred Olsen discussing cultural heritage. On Wednesday and 
Thursday, the topics of landscape, residential amenity, policy and 
conditions will be discussed. The hearing is expected to conclude on 
Thursday. SBC and Lees Hill SOS group will then have 2 weeks to 
present their closing submission. After this Fred Olsen have a further 
2 weeks for their closing submission. The final report from the 
hearing is expected to be completed 2-3 months later with 
submission to Scottish ministers. It was noted that ministers are not 
obliged to accept the recommendations of the reporter. PW felt that 
we may not hear the conclusions from this appeal before the end of 
2026. 
 

PW 

12 Request for a defibrillator- Polwarth 
Bethan Williams, a resident of Polwarth kindly attended the meeting 
to discuss obtaining a defibrillator for the phone box in Polwarth.  
This phone box was purchased by GFPCC in June 2017 – AS 
contacted BT and was informed that the kiosk currently has power – 
the usual process is for BT to leave power in place and BT remain 
responsible (maintenance and payment) for the underground 
electrical power cable for the kiosk up to the REC fuse box. Any 
faults beyond this point are the responsibility of the owner. BT 
confirmed that if all is working as it should, the light will remain on 
constantly – if there is currently no light then there may be a fault with 
the bulb or the fuse. BW offered to investigate whether there is 
currently a light in the kiosk. 
Bethan contacted Martin Hatcher for advice on costs, funding and 
installing a defib in a phone box. The costs were estimated at £2500. 
BW has contacted the Marchmont estate as a possible source of 
funding. Other sources of funding were discussed including, British 
Heart Foundation, Blackhill windfarm, LNER. The CC were very 
happy for BW to apply for funding on behalf of the GFPCC and will 
provide any support needed.  
Training in CPR and use of a defibrillator would be required for 
Polwarth residents and a refresher may be required for residents 
from Gavinton and the wider GFPCC area. AS to work with JH (chair 
of Gavinton village hall committee) to organise a training session. St. 
Johns ambulance will be requested to lead this event. 

AS/BW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS/JH 

13 Correspondence forwarded to CC prior to the meeting 
• Police Report- Mid Berwickshire- November 2025. 

AS 
 



• Invitation to CC convention on the impact on communities of 
major energy infrastructure in the Scottish Borders area, 17th 
Jan 2026, 2-4pm The Town Hall, Jedburgh. This information 
was forwarded to all CC – NG & JH confirmed their intention 
to attend. 

• 5th December 2025-email from the chair of Leitholm, Eccles & 
Birgham CC- renewables and the erosion of local democracy 
– objection to the Bishops Dal battery storage system – 
circulated to all CC. 

• Information on road closure, Gavinton to Choicelee 15th-18th 
December – publicised on FB page. 

• Changes to SBC waste and recycling collection dates over 
the festive period publicised on FB page. 

• Information from Borders Forest Trust on up to £1000 funding 
for planting of trees on public or private land was circulated to 
all CC and members were encouraged to share this 
information with any interested parties. 

• Information on free CC webinars organised by SBC was 
circulated – NG confirmed that he will sign up for the session 
on supporting local people through emergency challenges. 

NG/JH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NG 

14 Councillor Update 
• Cllr Greenwell confirmed that he was currently engaged in 

SBC budget discussions. The settlement from Scottish 
Government is expected to be announced on 13th January 
2026. JG felt that departments were braced for requests for 
additional savings. 

JG 

15 Planning 
1 new application: 

• 25/01908/FUL erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage with annex, land southeast of Hardens Hall. 
Any response to this application must be submitted by 5th 
Feb. 

 
YHH discussed this new application and noted that this was in fact an 
application to build 2 houses rather than 1 house with annex and 
garage. It was noted that on the planning portal there are no related 
cases listed which is not believed to be accurate. There are further 
issues related to access, gradient & wastewater. YHH to circulate 
information on this to all CC. 
YHH raised concerns around the number of planning applications 
that are being completed and the time & delays in the process. It was 
noted that some applications have now been waiting 4years. YHH to 
circulate this information to CC. 

YHH/AS 

16 Any other business 
• AS informed the meeting that the GFPCC will hold an election 

this year – JG kindly offered his services as returning officer. 
AS will prepare the nomination forms before the meeting in 
March. 

• JH had been asked by a Gavinton resident to raise the issue 
of the tree in the middle of the village green which is in dire 
need of pruning and is becoming unbalanced. AS to send 
photos to Natasha Stockman.  

• CW was asked by a resident of Fogo to request repair to the 
fence that runs from Fogo Kirk to the river. This fence has 

 
AS 
 
 
 
 
AS 
 
 
CW/JG 



fallen over in sections and the wooden supports are rotten. 
CW to forward information to JG to follow up. 

• CW noted that the bottom step of the Hunters Bridge at Fogo 
on the North side has become dislodged. JG to determine if 
SBC maintains this bridge. 

• It was noted that the 2 benches at either side of the Hunters 
Bridge are in poor repair – JG to provide the contact for the 
criminal justice workers who may be able to renovate the 
benches. 

• NG was asked by a Gavinton resident whether an additional 
streetlight could be installed on the path to the bus stop in 
Gavinton. It was felt that the cost of this work would be 
prohibitive.  
 

 
 
CW/JG 
 
 
AS/JG 
 
 
 
NG 

17 Dates of meetings 
• Date of next meeting, Monday 9th March 2026 – 7pm 

Gavinton Village Hall 
• Future meetings will be held at 7pm on 20th April, 8th June 

(AGM) 17th August, 28th September, 16th November and 11th 
January (2027). 

 

18 The meeting closed at 8.40pm  
 


