
 

 
GAVINTON, FOGO & POLWARTH 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 Minutes of the Meeting 

Held at Gavinton Village Hall 
  Monday the 17th of August 2026 at 7pm   

 
Item Comment  Action 

1 Welcome and Introductions:  
• Chairperson Amanda Stewart welcomed Carole Wright, 

Bryce Weir, Neil Gilmour, Cathy Anderson, Katie Massie, 
Anne Lindsey, Cllr Donald Moffat & Cllr John Greenwell.  

 

2 Apologies:  
John Hughes, Yvonne Huggins-Haig, Tony Huggins-Haig  

 

3 Declarations of interest:  None raised  
 

4 Minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2026 
Minutes were approved with no amendments 

AS 

5 Matters arising from the minutes and not covered elsewhere in 
the agenda- 

§ Abandoned Vehicle-Gavinton 
Cllr Greenwell kindly reported the vehicle to SBC – Vauxhall 
SY63NYU – this case was directed to Philippa Gilhouly. It 
was noted that the car has not been removed but moved a 
short distance presumably by the owner. AS to get update 
from PG on this case and to confirm that the new location is 
considered ‘off-road’. 

 

 
 
AS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Treasurers Report 
Transactions on the bank account since the last meeting 8th June 
2026 
Credits Received: 

• £1678.00 from Blackhill Community Windfarm Fund for 
purchase of defibrillator for Polwarth 

• £809.00 from SBC consisting of £693.00 annual support 
grant and £116.00 reimbursement for hire of village hall. 

Cheques Issued 
§ £28.00 to Gavinton Village Hall for hall hire 
§ £36.48 for dog waste bags 

 
Current balance of the account £2739.62 
 

CW 

 
7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Community Improvements and Maintenance – Current 
 
 

• Repair to stone wall and Lych gate- Fogo Kirk. 
The planning permission for this work was granted on 30th 
July. AS to message Jonathan Jones for an update on 
expected start date. 

 
• Repair to benches, Hunters Bridge, Fogo 

 
 
 
 
AS 
 
 
 
 
YHH 



YHH had previously noted that Duns Men’s Shed were 
prepared to carry out the repairs to the benches for a 
donation to their organisation. The ability of the CC to give 
donations from our funds is very limited by SBC – instead it 
was suggested that the CC could pay for materials required 
for the work. AS to contact YHH to suggest this. 
Cllr Moffat suggested that if required the criminal justice 
team may be able to help with this project. 
 

• Repair to wooden fencing, path from Hunters bridge to 
Fogo Kirk. 
AS met with Henry Trotter at Fogo Kirk – the fencing is on 
Charterhall land but was not put up by the estate who do not 
have responsibility for maintenance. Despite this Henry 
thought it may be possible to have his estate workers make 
the current fence serviceable by removing the collapsed 
part at the top of the hill and standing up the lower section. 
 

• Tree Maintenance- large cherry tree in centre of 
Gavinton Village Green 
This work has now been completed, and this item can be 
removed from the agenda. 

 
• Repair to community notice boards- Gavinton 

Matt Dickinson has the new locks for the noticeboard and 
will replace as soon as possible 
 

• Dangerous manhole cover – Charterhall land at Hunters 
Bridge. 
Henry Trotter raised the issue of a broken manhole cover 
near to the Fogo side of the Hunters bridge which he felt 
was a danger to walkers and horses. He has placed a 
temporary cover over the broken manhole and erected a 
small fenced off area around it for safety. Photos of the site 
and a what 3 words reference were passed to Cllr 
Greenwell for advice. JG forwarded this information to 
Jason Hedley who confirmed that this manhole belongs to 
Scottish Water. JG to follow up on this issue. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CW/JG/AS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS 
 
 
 
 
AS 
 
 
AS/JG  

8 Community Improvements & Maintenance – issues to be kept 
under review and discussed only when appropriate updates 
are available. 
 

a. Deterioration of road surface- Main Street, Gavinton. 
BW noted that Scottish Water had been carrying out work at 
the manhole cover outside Gavinton church which had 
resulted in the drinking water becoming discoloured for 
several hours. 
 

b. Parking at the Gavinton football pitches.  

 
 
 
 
 
JG/BW 
 

 

AS 



AS informed the meeting that the dog bag dispenser at the 
football pitches has now been reinstated. 
 

c. Resilient Communities – additional/replacement salt 
bins. 
YHH was unable to attend the meeting- AS to contact for an 
update on this issue. 
 

d. Potholes on Hardens Road 
 
 

e. Padlocking of the gate at the Lodge, Gavinton, 
restricting access to the Langton Estate. 
CC members will continue to monitor this issue, but the item 
can now be removed from the agenda. 
AS informed the meeting that planned felling in the Langton 
Woods to remove Ash trees suffering from Ash dieback, 
was scheduled to begin this week and may last up to 4 
weeks. This may require restricted access to some 
footpaths within the estate and wood for safety while the 
works are taking place. This information was shared on the 
community Facebook page. 

  

 

 

NG/YHH/AS 

 

KM 

 

AS 
 

9 GFPCC collaboration with Gavinton Village Hall – preplanning 
consultation for solar and battery technology 
JG has now completed the application to the Cares Solar Fund for 
80% of the funding required. It is hoped that the application to the 
Blackhill Community Windfarm Fund will be completed by 21st 
August to provide the remaining 20%.  
It is hoped that funding will be approved so that the planning 
application can be submitted before the end of the year. 

JH/YHH 

10 SBC/CC Insurance – protection against legal action brought 
against GFPCC 
AS wrote to the Chief Executive of SBC- David Robertson on the 
16th of June for his assistance and an update on this issue. As no 
response to this enquiry was received a second letter was sent on 
the 9th of August. JG to speak with David Robertson directly to ask 
why we have not received a reply. If no satisfaction then a letter will 
be written to John Lamont. 

AS/JG 

11 Request for a defibrillator- Polwarth 
The Blackhill Windfarm Community Fund have now provided the 
sum of £1678.00 to fund the costs of repurposing the red telephone 
box at Polwarth Green to create a public access defibrillator station. 
 
Marchmont Estate have also kindly pledged £250 towards the 
installation costs of the defibrillator and have given contact details 
for their electrician to arrange the install when ready. 
 
Duns 1st responders have kindly provided a completed VAT 
exemption form for the purchase. AS to meet Bethan Williams to 
complete the purchase of defibrillator and cabinet. 
 

AS/BW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



It is hoped that a defibrillator training day – provided by St Johns 
Ambulance – can be carried out at Gavinton Village Hall. JH to 
confirm date as soon as possible. 

JH 
 
 
 
 

12 Gavinton Fruit & Veg Barrow 
The CC wish to send their thanks to Tom Stewart for building this 
excellent fruit and veg barrow. Thanks also to all those who have 
donated home grown produce to share. Donations to this barrow 
now total £35.23 all of which will go towards replacing consumables 
for the community defibrillator. 

AS 

13 Correspondence forwarded to CC prior to the meeting 
• Police Report- Mid Berwickshire- May & June 2026. 
• SBC Community Conversations- information on Duns 

session 11th August publicised on Facebook. JG noted that 
the issue of the proposed data centre in the Lammermuirs 
dominated the discussion at this event. 
CCs noted concerns around the location of this data centre, 
water usage and pollution. 

• Local Community Paths Maintenance Grant 2026/27 
applications now open until December 2026. 

• New community engagement officer for Berwickshire, Scott 
Mckail. 

 

AS/MN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 Councillor Update 
Cllr John Greenwell 

• JG updated the meeting on the ‘Community Conversations’ 
event. In addition JG noted how impressed he was by the 
allotments in Gavinton. 
 

Cllr Donald Moffat 
§ DM noted that he had enjoyed the Reivers Night on the 

Green in Gavinton and that he felt this event was always a 
highlight of the Duns Summer Festival. AS to pass on his 
remarks to the Gavinton village hall committee who work 
hard to organise this event each year. 

 
 
JG 
 
 
 
 
DM/AS 
 
 
 
 
 

15 Planning 
2 new applications: 

• 26/00936/FUL- Land East of Calder North Lodge, erection 
of dwellinghouse and formation of access. 

• 26/01049/FUL-Viewfield, South Street, Gavinton. Alterations 
and extension to dwellinghouse & outbuildings. 

 
6 applications decided 

• 26/00118/TCA- The Green, Gavinton. Work to Trees. 
• 26/00221/FUL- Orchard Grange, Duns. Erection of 

dwellinghouse with revised access, landscaping and 
drainage. 

• 26/00400/FUL-Woodend Farming Partnership. Erection of 
free-range poultry unit for 32000 hens. 

YHH/AS 



• 26/00615/FUL-South View, Gavinton. Extension to form 
conservatory. 

• 26/00615/FUL- SBC Architects. Timber works to Fogo Lych 
gate. 

• 26/00879/LBC-Langton Estate – Replacement entrance 
gates. 

 
16 Any other business 

• Duns FC Juniors reported issues with planning permission 
to replace the old clubhouse with a purpose built portacabin. 
AS to get more details. 

• AS circulated proposed meeting dates for the year ahead. 
• KM reported a drain cover standing proud on the Hardens 

Road at the golf club- JG to investigate. 
• NG informed the meeting that the SBC grass cutting team 

that cut the grass verges in Gavinton last week, hit the 
flower planter at the Glebe with the ride on mower. The 
planter needs to be fixed back onto its blocks. JG to follow 
up. 

• NG updated the meeting on a water outage in Gavinton 3 
weeks ago. Scottish water had turned off the water to repair 
a burst water main but did not inform any residents. 
Residents were then unable to get any answer from Scottish 
Water on the phone lines. NG escalated this issue to the 
emergency planning team at SBC who received an apology 
from Scottish Water and a promise to look into their 
systems. NG now has a contact email address for SW which 
is only available for use by CC. Unfortunately, this contact is 
only active Mon-Fri 9-5. 
BW noted that when the water was turned back on the 
increased pressure caused a second fault. He felt that SBC 
should have a policy to safeguard community water 
supplies. He additionally noted that tankers have been seen 
refilling the reservoir and wondered whether there is 
sufficient investment in the reservoir system. 

• NG noted the very dry conditions that we have had this 
summer and noted that the fields surrounding Gavinton 
were tinder dry with a high risk for wildfires. This issue was 
discussed with the emergency planners at SBC which led to 
a liaison officer from the Scottish Fire Brigade sending 
information on this to NG. This information will be retained 
and may be shared on the community webpage and social 
media if similar conditions return next summer. 

 
AS 
 
 
AS 
KM/JG 
 
NG/JG 
 
 
 
 
NG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BW 
 
 
 
 
NG 

17 Dates of meetings 
• Date of next meeting, Monday 28th September – 7pm 

Gavinton Village Hall 
• Future meetings will be held at 7pm on 16th November 

(2026) and 11th January, 8th March, 26th April, 7th June 
(AGM) & 9th August (2027). 

 

18 The meeting closed at 8.20pm  
 


